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Officials 
backtrack 
on school 
name 


BY T. KEUNG HUI 
khui@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

An innovative new Wake 
County school that will include 
a YMCA facility may not be 
called Southeast Raleigh Ele- 
mentary due to concern that the 
name could stigmatize the 
school. 

The Wake County school 
board had been set earlier this 
month to adopt Southeast Ra- 
leigh Elementary as the name of 
a new school on Rock Quarry 
Road in Raleigh. The school, set 
to open in 2019, is part of a 
project designed to help revital- 
ize Southeast Raleigh, a pre- 
dominantly African-American 
and low-income community. 

But the school board is 
scheduled to vote Tuesday to 
name the school Beacon Prom- 
ise Elementary. 

The name switch comes at the 
request of school board member 
Keith Sutton, whose district 
represents Southeast Raleigh. 
Sutton said some in the commu- 
nity are worried about the 
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Winter break shorter than usual for most 
Wake students. 3A 
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BY DAVID E. SANGER 
AND MARK LANDLER 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 
resident Donald 
Trump’s first national 
security strategy envi- 
sions a world in which 

the United States confronts 

two “revisionist” powers - 

China and Russia - that are 

seeking to change the global 

status quo, often to the detri- 
ment of America’s interests. 
But while the document 
outlines a detailed plan to push 
back against China’s global 
economic ambitions, it says 
little about dealing with the 
kind of cyber and information 
warfare techniques that Mos- 
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Security strategy presented by President Donald Trump 


cow used to try to influence 
the 2016 presidential election. 
The strategy, which Trump 
presented in a speech Monday 
afternoon, is the first compre- 
hensive effort by his adminis- 
tration to describe an all-en- 
compassing strategic world- 
view. Administration officials 
said it was drawn from speech- 
es Trump had delivered during 


the presidential campaign, in 
Europe and Asia and at the 
United Nations. 

It describes a world that was 
on a three-decade holiday 
from superpower rivalry, and it 
suggests that holiday is over. 

“After being dismissed as a 
phenomenon of an earlier 
century, great power competi- 
tion returned,” the document 


Trump security plan 
warns of China, Russia 


EVAN VUCCI AP 


President Donald Trump outlines his first national security strategy Monday in Washington. The strategy was drawn partly from 
speeches Trump delivered during the presidential campaign, administration officials said. 


says. It then tries to lend 
intellectual coherence to a 
foreign policy that is often 
defined by Trump’s tweets or 
his gut instincts about which 
world leaders are strong, 
which are weak and which are 
prepared to cut a deal. 

The president, his aides said, 
enthusiastically approved the 
strategy and wanted to present 
it himself, something that his 
two immediate predecessors, 
Barack Obama and George W. 
Bush, did not do when their 
congressionally mandated 
strategies were published. 

While the document’s 
description of pushing back 
against China on trade is 
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Prison sergeant lured into deadly attack 
worried about lack of training for officers 


BY GAVIN OFF 
AND AMES ALEXANDER 


goffi@charlotteobserver.com 
alexander @charlotteobserver.com 


Just an hour before she was 
beaten to death with a fire 
extinguisher, Sgt. Meggan 
Callahan worried that her offi- 
cers were not prepared if an 
inmate attacked. 

About 250 inmates lived on 
Callahan’s unit at Bertie Correc- 
tional Institution. Some were 
serving time for murder or rape. 
Others were gang members. All 


had behaved well enough in 
prison to be in medium custody, 
where they lived in open dormi- 
tories rather than small cells. 

The freedom inmates had - 
and the threat that it could pose 
- was one reason some officers 
didn’t want to work there. The 
others: The unit was often un- 
derstaffed, and many of the 
officers there were untrained 
rookies, a Charlotte Observer 
investigation found. 

Citing security reasons, prison 
officials refused to release sur- 
veillance video of the attack on 


Callahan or in- 
formation about 
staffing at Bertie 
on the day she 
died. They did 
not allow report- 
ers to tour the 
prison and re- 
fused to make 
officials at Bertie 
available for an interview. 

But more than a dozen current 
and former Bertie officers told 
the Observer that the prison had 
been dangerously short-staffed 
for a long time. They also dis- 


Meggan 
Callahan 


closed previously unreported 
details about the prison and 
what happened there on April 
26, the day Callahan was killed. 
Only four of Callahan’s offi- 
cers were working that day, 
according to a Department of 
Labor report. That’s half the 
recommended number, several 
current and former officers said. 
At Bertie and in prisons across 
North Carolina, severe staff 
shortages endanger officers and 
inmates, the Observer found. At 
some of the state’s most violent 
prisons, more than one of every 


four positions is vacant. 

State lawmakers and prison 
leaders helped create the under- 
staffing problem. They built 
many prisons in rural areas 
where it’s hard to recruit em- 
ployees. They pay officers in 
maximum-security prisons about 
$8,000 less than the national 
average, and, for years, failed to 
train new hires promptly. 

All of that has left the prisons 
in a perilous cycle: The dangers 
and low pay of prison work 
make it harder to attract staff. 
That, in turn, makes the prisons 
more dangerous. 

“The inmates pretty much 
understood that they could take 
over because we didn’t have 
enough staff,” said former 
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